Jerry and 
Sally Alves 


The Camas couple has 
actively worked to preserve 
local history and maintain 
a quality environment 


By CRAIG CLOHESSY 
The Post-Record 

Preservation is a big issue in the lives of 
Jerry and Sally Alves. The Camas couple 
havebecome,in many ways, the folks people 
turn to when the environment or our area’s 
history is in danger. 

Fighting for the environment or making 
certain the integrity of Camas’ history isn’t 
lost or forgotten sometimes means “butting 
heads” with developers and government 
officials, Jerry said. 

This willingness to fight for what they 
believe in has made the Alves well known 
by many and disliked by some. It’s a price 
both agree they are prepared to pay. ; 

“The out of state developers coming in 
don’t give a damn about the area. I’m not 
going to say all developers are like that 
because some are really good,” Jerry said. 
“We've got to start realizing the largest 
journey begins with a first step and more of 
us must get involved (with preservation). 
It’s coming because people are starting to 
get fed up.” 

Sally, not quite as brash as her husband 
but equally effective, stresses that the area 
is at-risk of losing its personality and iden- 
lity if it continues on its current path. 

Her fight, for the most part, is in the area 
of history. It started several years ago as 
curiosity about the old house they had pur- 
chased, and grew to a love and feeling of 

tectiv toward the history of Ca- 


*s time in Camas has been 
to many who grew up 
ni to the area is 


were unable to find anyone with clear title 
to the house and were forced to move from 
the area and abandon efforts to purchase the 
place. During this time they had become 
active members of St. Thomas Catholic 
Church in Camas, : 

They moved for a time to Vancouver, 
where they leased a horse ranch. Their 
membership to the church, however, kept 
them active in Camas and pushed their 
desire to find a home locally. Three years 
later a realtor told them about an old house 
located in Camas and they agreed to take a 
look. N 

Being the curious types, the Alves ar- 
rived for the appointment to view the house 
an hour early. The house, located on Everett 
next to Crown Park, had seen better days. 

“We decided to have dinner across the 
streetat Top Burger and I kept looking over 
at it,” Sally said. “I fell in love with the 
house, despite its condition. When therealtor 
arrived and we went inside, it felt like I had 
come home.” 

The house was built around the turn of 
the century by John Roffler, one of the 
area’s foremost architects of the period. By 
the late 1980s, when the Alves purchased 
the place, it had been used and abused by 
years as a rental property. The carpet was 
orange, the walls red and the house itself in 
need of considerable renovation. 

Sally immediately set out to find out 
more about the house and how ithad looked 
when first constructed. Helen Farrell, a 
member of their church, told Sally that the 
daughter of John Roffler was still alive, and 
in fact living just down the block from their 
house. Irene Roffler spent hours with Sally 
discussing her father and the numerous 
houses he had built in Camas. 

Inevery detail, Sally and Jerry worked to 
restore their old house to its original glory. 
Their efforts resulted in the house being 
named to the National Register of Historic 
Homes. 

Sally continued to research other Roffler 
houses in the area and ended up compiling 
her information into a book published by 
Heritage Trust of Clark County. While re- 
searching the book, Sally’s interest and 

knowledge of Camas history grew. She 
began a five-year, continuing effort to find 
out as much as possible about the early 
settlers and townsfolk that shaped Camas. 

When funds are available, Sally hopes to 
take the information she has written up, 


» combine it with old photos gained in her 
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efforts, and publish a book. 

“The Camas School District and others 
have enquired about the book,” she said. 
“Heritage trust doesn’t have funds for this 
type of effort, they have to gain dollars 
through grants. When we are able to gain 
funding we hope to publish the book on 
Camas history.” 

Inaddition toher individual efforts, Sally 
is also an active member of a number of 
organizations, including sitting on the board 
of the Camas-Washougal Historical Soci- 
ety, Two Rivers Heritage Museum fund- 
raising and promotion committee, Parker’s 
Landing Park Committee, the Camas- 
Washougal Soroptimist Club, and the 
Downtown Revitalization Design Review 
Committee. Because of time restraints, Sally 
recently submitted her resignation from the 
Heritage Trust board, but has agreed to stay 
active helping with the organization’s news- 
letter publication, 

Jerry is also very active. He is past presi- 
dent of the Lacamas Lake Restoration and 
Protection Association, and currently is a 
member of the Camas-Washougal Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Camas Moose Lodge, 
the Parker’s Landing Park Committee, and 
an usher at St. Thomas. Jerry is also known 
by many for his two unsuccessful tries at 
running for public office in Camas. 


An endeavor Jerry and Sally are very 


proud of is their start-up role of a Iecai 
chapter of Nature Friends, an environmen- 
tal group that has roots dating back over 
100 years in Austria. ' 

Nature Friends Northwest, as the Camas 
chapter is called, currently has more than 
60 members from the local area and as far 
away as California to the south and Seatile 
to the north. The group routinely sponsors 
nature walks and other outdoor activities. 
They recently worked with Silver Star 
Search and Rescue on an outdoor survival 
program, which received an overwhelm- 
ingly positive response. Nature Friends 
Northwest is also looking at putting on an 
tee German-style festival (fest) this 

“Sally and I were initially members in 
California and started this club in 1991 and 
finalized the charter in *92,” Jerry said. 
“We doa number of things for the outdoors 
including maintaining nature trails, Welove 
and enjoy what the outdoor has to offer.” 

Each have their own reasons for being so 
active in Camas. Both agree, however, that 
Camas and east Clark County is the place 
they want to call home. To ensure that the, 
area remains the place they have grown to 
love, both.are willing to“butt heads” when 
necessary. It’s a quality that makes Sally 
and Jerry Alves a part of the growing num- 
ber of individuals working toshape the area 
for a bright future. : re 


